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17 June 1966
Taiking Paper *DOC Exemption Letter In ERU File*

SUBJECT: Proposed Transfer of NIS Production Responsibiiiey
fzom HEW te Bureau of the Census

JThe NIS Program

The National Intelligence Survey is an interagency program sstablished
in 1948 to pravids the Goverament with coordinated intelligence on the basic
and relatively unchanging characteristica of foreign countries. An NSCID
lsid on the Program as & consequence of World War II experience with
critical gaps in basic intelligence.

The ides underlying the Program is to have intelligence svallable,
on band, when the need arises. To that end, 2 broad topical outline was
adopted covering such factors as military geography, traasportation,
sociological, pelitical, econmomic and military. These topics are coversd
in separately publishad NIS ssctions, oa a selsctive basls &s appropriate
te the country.

A particularly important element of the NIS Program is the sllocation
of production responsidility. By National Security Council Directive the
DI was enjoined to utilize all appropriate resources of the Government
in the production of intelligence, including the non-USIB agencies. In this
way the NIS Program utilises the specialized know-how and production
capabliity of all agencies. lo addition to the USIB agencies, the Departments
of Commerce, Labor, Agriculture, HEW, Interior, have meaningfully

caontributed to the national inteilligence production sffort.
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- Current Situation:

The Department of Health, Education, and Welfare has been
z;s;nnsibie for the production of certain sociclogical units of the NIS:
Characteristics of the People; Religlon, Education and Public Information;
and Walfare. HEVW has advised the ClA that it wanted the International
Survey Staff of HEW (the group doing the NIS work) transferred to another
agency, sxplaining that Secretary Gardner did not want passage of two
wpcoming bills jeopardized because of an HEW -CIA relationship.
Subsaquently, HEW and CIA tried and failed to have the Department of State
assuire this NIS responsibllity. CIA is not an appropriste locus for this
Saff bm:a#sa the HEW personnel want 10 setain Civil Service status and
ssveral are beyond CIA retfirement age.

" The ClA Directer of Basic Intelligence then consulted the Bursau
of the Census where the reaction to producing this sociological intelligence
met with 8 generslly favorable response. It was explained, however, that
basic consideration of Census’ miesion had to be weighed before the Bureau
and the Despartment of Commerce could reach a decision,

Role of Department of Commerce in NIS:

Commerce is now respoasible for some Fres Worid economic units
of the NIS -« Manufacturing and Construction, Trade and Finance, and
Population -- accomplished by the Bureau of International Commerce,

the Business and Defense Services Administration, sad the Bureau of the
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The Bureau of Census' mission ia demography could appropriately be
brosdened, we believe, to include the sociological units of the NIS. There
is nowhera alse in the Government where it would be more appropriate.

The sociclogical sections are & key slement of the NIS Program,

Ve are alsc witnessing a growing demand for sophlsticated Inteliigence
on how people live, think, and react as our national security iaterests
sxpand, particularly as to the developing nations. The loss of & trained

group, attuned to soclolegical intelligence needs, would be more than uanfortunate.

Vkat is lnvolved:
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